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Reading for pleasure is one of the 
most important ways for your child 
to build the skills he needs for 
school success. Get him into 
the reading habit this year 
with these ideas.

Find an “in”
Choose a book you 

think your youngster will 
enjoy—say, one about a 
boy his age who is short 
like he is. Read the first chapter or 
two aloud to him, and then ask him to 
read the next one. Don’t be surprised if 
he gets hooked on the story and finishes 
reading it on his own!

Become a team
Pick a new hobby to try with your 

child, and team up to learn everything 
you can about it. The two of you might 
get into stamp collecting or photography. 
Check the library for collectors’ guides 
or how-to books related to your hobby. 

Use pictures
Colorful illustrations make picture 

encyclopedias and coffee-table books 

 ■ Lunch Lady and 
the Cyborg Substitute 

(Jarrett J. Krosoczka) 
Three students discover that their 
lunch lady is a secret agent who’s inves-
tigating a new teacher. The agent and 

her assistant 
use special 
gadgets—
like an apron 
that’s really 

a cape—to help them crack the case. 
Book one in the Lunch Lady graphic 
novel series. 

 ■ Our Story Begins (edited 
by Elissa Brent Weissman)
Get a glimpse into 
the childhoods of 
26 favorite chil-
dren’s authors and 
illustrators in this 
collection of their 
earliest works. Readers will find sto-
ries, poems, artwork, and more—and 
may even be inspired to get creative 
themselves!  

 ■ Who Was Rosa Parks? 
(Yona Zeldis McDonough) 
In this biography, readers will learn 
about the heroic woman who bravely 
refused to give up her seat on a bus. 
The book describes Parks’s childhood 
and the changes she inspired. (Also 
available in Spanish.)

 ■ A Boy Called Bat (Elana K. Arnold) 
Bat, a boy who has 
autism, bonds with a 
baby skunk his veteri-
narian mother brings 
home. He names the 
skunk Thor and wants 
to keep him as a pet, 

but he has to convince his mom. This 
story about acceptance and friendship 
is the first book in the Bat series. 

Motivated to read Book 
Picks

Let’s agree! 
It’s important for subjects and verbs to agree—

just as it’s important for your child to get along 
with others! Share these tips and strategies to help 
your youngster choose the correct verb:

 ● A singular subject (except I and you) gets a singu-
lar verb. Have your child pick a sentence from a 
book and read it with and without the s at the end 
of the verb. Example: “John skates around the rink,” 
“John skate around the rink.” The subject (John) is 
singular, so the verb (skates) is singular, too.  

 ● Even if the subject and verb are separated by other words, they still have to agree. 
Suggest that your youngster ignore the words between the subject and verb to 
make sure she selected the right verb: “The boy with the dogs walks by our house 
every day.”

hard to resist. Your youngster can explore 
kid-friendly topics like animals and sports. 
Leave the books around the house, per-
haps on your child’s nightstand or an end 
table. The pictures may spark his interest 
in reading the words. 

Think outside the book
Reading doesn’t always have to mean 

books. Is your youngster a movie buff? 
Let him read film reviews before you head 
to the theater. Does he like board games? 
Steer him toward trivia games that require 
players to read and answer questions.
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Making sense of graphics

friendship. Keeping 
the theme in mind will 
help her dig deeper 
into her topic.

Tone. Will your 
youngster’s story be sus-
penseful or funny? For 
a horror story, she might 
choose words that keep 
readers in suspense. If 
she wants to write a 
funny story, she could 
think of dialogue that will 
make readers laugh.

Time. Suggest that your 
child decide when her story will take place. During a specific 
period of history? A season of the year, such as winter? She can 
bring her story to life by including details about things like the 
clothing that characters are wearing and the weather outside.

The elements 
of a story 

Your youngster has been asked to 
write a story. She has a topic in mind but 
isn’t sure how to begin. Sound familiar? 
Have her consider these story elements to 
get her creative-writing juices flowing.

Theme. The theme is the “big idea,” which 
is different from the topic. For example, if 
your child’s story is about a girl who is new at her 
school, the theme could be courage or perhaps 

●Q My daughter tends to skip 
over graphics, such as charts and 

diagrams, when she reads a textbook. 
What do you suggest?

●A Point out that graphics work as a 
team with words to help her understand 
subjects like math, science, and history. 
She can become more 
comfortable with 
these textbook fea-
tures by reading 
and using graph-
ics that appear in 
everyday life.

For example, the 
nutrition-facts box on her 

Read, write, and 
get involved

Did you know that your youngster 
can gain reading, writing, and speaking 
skills by joining after-school activities? 
Suggest that he check out extracurricu-
lars like these.

Student council
Your child will 

practice persua-
sive and explan-
atory writing 
when he com-
poses speeches, 
creates campaign post-
ers, or takes minutes at meetings. And 
giving speeches is good experience for 
oral presentations in class.

Publications
Working on a school newspaper, year-

book, or literary magazine offers lots of 
reading and writing opportunities. Your 
youngster will write questions for inter-
views, conduct research for articles, or 
write stories or poems to be published.

School plays
Memorizing his lines and saying them 

with expression can make your child 
a smoother reader. He’ll also become 
familiar with dialogue, narration, and 
stage directions.

Create word chains 
Making “chains” of related words 

is a fun way to stretch your child’s 

vocabulary. Play this game together, and 

see how many words you can link! 

Have your youngster think of a category 

that’s related to something he’s learning in school 

(say, ancient Egypt). To start the game, he says a word 

that fits his category (pyramid). The next player says 

another word that goes along with the category. But there’s a catch! Each new word 

has to begin with the last letter of the one before it.

A word chain for ancient Egypt, for example, could be: “pharaoh, hieroglyphics, 

sphinx.” Continue calling out words until someone can’t think of a new one. The 

last player to come up with a word picks the next category.

Q&A

Fun
  with 

Words

favorite snack contains a chart with use-
ful information. Suggest that she slide 
her finger across rows and down col-
umns to keep her place as she reads. 
Explain that she’ll need to read the 
whole thing—“120 calories per serving” 

is useful only if she knows the 
serving size.

Also, have her practice 
using diagrams at home by 
following them to build 
toys or to help assemble 
furniture. She’ll see that 
a visual image makes it 
much easier to under-
stand the instructions.
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You know your child needs a strong 
vocabulary to do well in reading and 
writing. But did you know that vocab-
ulary is important in math, science, 
and social studies, too? She can 
explore words in every subject 
with these three activities.

1. Find words
Whenever your youngster 

reads, suggest that she look 
for words related to school 
subjects. She might spot 
science words like metamorphosis 
in a comic book, sodium in a food 
advertisement, and precipitation in a 
weather report. Seeing how the words are 
used in real life will help her recognize 
and understand them in her textbooks.

2. Use words
Give your child reasons to say vocabu-

lary words aloud—that will make it easier 
for her to identify them in textbooks. If 
she’s studying state history, you could 
visit a state park and talk to a ranger. 
(“What tribes are native to this area?”) Or 
she might practice economics terms 

■■ H is for Haiku: A 
Treasury of Haiku from  

A to Z (Sydell Rosenberg) 
Organized alphabetically, this book 
full of haiku is the perfect inspiration 
to get readers to write their own 
poems. Each three-line poem starts 
with a different letter of the alphabet 
and covers a familiar topic like toys, 
weather, or pets. 

■■ The Hyena Scientist 
(Sy Montgomery)
Hyenas get a bad rap, 
but scientists who study 
them want to change 
your mind. With this 

nonfiction book, readers will learn 
about the hyenas at a wildlife reserve 
in Kenya—types of breeds, how they 
hunt, and even how they play! 

■■ Out of Left Field (Ellen Klages) 
Set in the 1950s, this story is about a 
young baseball player who wouldn’t 
take no for an answer. Katy Gordon is 
the best pitcher in her neighborhood, 
yet she can’t play Little League because 
she’s a girl. So she heads 
to the library and uses 
research to argue that 
girls belong in baseball. 

■■ Knight Kyle and the Magic Silver 
Lance (Adventures Beyond Dragon 
Mountain) (Oliver Pötzsch)  
Wearing his suit of armor, Knight Kyle 
joins his helpful band of friends to 
search for his great-grandfather’s missing 
silver lance. These 13 short stories of 
joyful journeys in faraway lands will 

lead your young-
ster to one excit-

ing ending.

Words in every subject Book 
Picks

What should I read?
One key to reading a lot is finding a steady 

supply of great books! Try these ideas with 
your youngster:
■● Suggest that your child swap favorite 

books with a friend. He can lend books he 
liked or recommend that his friend get 
them from the library. Then, his friend 
could do the same thing. 
■● Ask your youngster to list a few books 

he loves. He can ask the librarian to help 
him choose similar books to read next.
■● Give your child books you enjoyed at 

his age. You might even reread them so you 
can discuss them together.

while shopping. (“There must be a high 
demand for these sweaters. They need to 
increase their supply.”) 

3. Play with words
Games can make words a permanent 

part of your youngster’s vocabulary. Take 
turns picking a letter (say, C) and a school 
subject (perhaps math), and set a timer 
for three minutes. Each player lists terms 
that begin with the letter and fit the cate-
gory (centimeter, calculate). Compare 
your lists. The winner is the person with 
the most words that no one else has.
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Reading models

Add something new. Remind 
your youngster that a first draft is a 
“playground” for ideas. He could 
add another character to the story 
or give one of his existing charac-
ters a new problem to solve. The 
changes he makes might help him 
get unstuck.

Skip ahead. Encourage him to 
fast-forward and write another 
part of the story. Sometimes taking 
a detour will trigger an idea about 

the section that has him stumped.

Take a break. Suggest that your 
child set the story aside for a little 

while to go for a walk or read a book. Once he stops thinking 
so hard, the perfect solution may appear.

Ways to overcome 
writer’s block

“I don’t know what to write. 
I’m stuck!” If your child’s story 
stalls out, help him get his 
pencil moving again with 
these tips.

Keep writing. For 10 min-
utes, have him write nonstop 
about anything that pops into 
his mind. When he reads his 
“free writing,” a possibility for 
his story may jump out at him.

●Q I know it’s important for our 
son to see us reading, but my husband and 
I can’t seem to find time to read. What 
should we do?

●A You probably read more than you 
think. Most daily tasks involve 
some reading. Be on the 
lookout for them, 
and take every 
opportunity to let 
your son notice 
you reading.

When preparing 
meals, read recipes 

Learning to study
My daughter Corina struggled with 

studying last year. She would read her 
textbook and then say she was done. 
This year, I reached out to her teacher 
for advice. 

Her teacher said that to study effec-
tively, Corina needs to be an “active 
reader.” That means she should take 
notes while she reads, talk about the 
information to help her learn and 
remember it, and write down the 
answers to practice tests in textbooks. 

Now at dinner, I ask Corina what she 
studied that day, and then we discuss it. 
That has led to some interesting family 
talks. 

Also, her teacher recommended that 
she study a little each night. So Corina 
starts each session by reviewing what 
she read the night before and then 
moves on to that day’s material. I feel 
confident that this will be a better school 
year for Corina!

Awesome 
adjectives! 
There’s a whole 

world full of adjectives out 
there for your youngster 
to use when she writes. 
Help her discover the 
awesomeness of adjectives 
with this twist on “I Spy.” 

The first player picks any object she sees and uses one adjective to describe it. (“I spy 
a big ball.”) The next person repeats the sentence, adding another adjective that is a syn-
onym (a word with a similar meaning): “I spy a big, huge ball.” Continue adding syn-
onyms, such as large, whopping, enormous, immense, and giant. 

When you run out of words, the last player who thought of one chooses the next 
object and starts another round. Idea: Have your child keep track of the adjectives in 
a notebook. She’ll have a personal thesaurus to use when she writes!

Q&A

Fun
  with 

Words

and package directions aloud. During 
drives, point out road signs or billboards. 
Let your son see both of you reading the 
newspaper, magazines, mail, or email.

If you can, find a little time 
in your day for books. 

Before reading to your 
child every night, you 

could each read a 
book silently. See-
ing you read may 
motivate him to 
follow your 

example.
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The fun isn’t over when a story ends— 
it’s just beginning! These creative follow-
up activities build key reading com-
prehension skills your 
youngster needs, includ-
ing visualizing, predicting, 
and summarizing.

Map the setting
Encourage your child to take 

an imaginary journey through a 
story’s setting by sketching each place 
mentioned. His map will let him visual-
ize the characters’ surroundings and bet-
ter understand their actions. For instance, 
he might draw the route a character takes 
across the country or illustrate the forest 
where the animals live. 

Write a prequel or sequel
What happened before the story 

started? What happens after it ends? 
Have your youngster explore the possi-
bilities by adding a chapter to the begin-
ning or end. He might write about how 
the characters met, or the next challenge 
they face. Suggest that he refer to the 
original tale to help him imagine past 
events or predict future ones.

Build a story pyramid
Help your child learn to focus on a 

story’s most important details and zero 
in on the main idea. He can practice 
summarizing by drawing a pyramid and 
filling it with these five lines: 

Line 1: The main character’s name

Line 2: Two words describing that 
character

Line 3: Three words describing the 
setting

Line 4: Four words explaining the 
problem

Line 5: Five words telling the  
conclusion

■■ Wishtree (Katherine 
Applegate)

Meet Red, a thoughtful and 
wise giant oak tree—and the narrator of 
this story. Red has a lot of rings (which 
means she’s very old) and knows all the 
people and animals in her neighbor-
hood. When a new family 
moves in, she helps  
two children become 
friends, despite  
their differences. 

■■ Indy Cars (Carrie A. Braulick) 
Readers, start your engines, and learn 
all about Indy race cars! This nonfic-
tion book offers an in-depth look at 
Indy car races, how the cars are built, 
what pit crews do, and more. Includes 
colorful photographs and a glossary. 
(Also available in Spanish.) 

■■ Two Dogs in a Trench Coat Go to 
School (Julie Falatko) 
Stewart’s dogs Sassy and Waldo spend 
all day protecting their house. One day, 
they decide to sneak into Stewart’s 
school to “protect” him. When they 
dress in disguise, the students think 

they have a new 
classmate. This 

funny story is 
the first in the 

Two Dogs series. 

■■ …If You Sailed on the Mayflower 
in 1620 (Ann McGovern) 
What did the pilgrims eat on the May-
flower? What did they do for fun? 
Each chapter in this nonfiction book 
answers a question about the pilgrims, 
from the reasons for their voyage to 
what daily life was like 
after they reached 
their destination.

Dig into reading Book 
Picks

Foolproof proofreading  
Spell-check is a useful tool, but it’s 

not a substitute for your child’s careful 
eyes. Share these tips for spotting miss-
ing or misused words when she types 
a paper:

■● Take a break between writing and 
proofreading. A fresh look will let your 
youngster see mistakes more easily.

■● Print it out. Checking it in two for-
mats (paper and screen) might help 
her find errors she’d otherwise miss.

■● List problem words (your/you’re, its/
it’s). Have her scan her paper for them 
and double-check their use.

■● Read it out loud. To concentrate on 
each word, your child can hold a piece 
of paper under each line.



© 2019 Resources for Educators, a division of CCH Incorporated

 To provide busy parents with practical ways 
to promote their children’s reading, writing, 

and language skills.

Resources for Educators,  
a division of CCH Incorporated 

128 N. Royal Avenue • Front Royal, VA 22630 
800-394-5052 • rfecustomer@wolterskluwer.com

www.rfeonline.com

ISSN 1540-5583

O U R  P U R P O S E

Reading Connection INTERMEDIATE EDITION   November 2019 • Page 2

A writer’s notebook

Practice listening. Help your young-
ster pay attention to what others are 
saying. Suggest that she listen closely 
and respond to what the other per-
son says. If her brother says, “I 
had pizza for lunch today,” she 
might reply, “What kind did you 
get? I had pizza, too, mine was 
pepperoni.”

Keep it going. Encourage your 
child to ask questions that will 
keep a conversation going. She can 

think of question words (who, what, 
when, where, why, how) as prompts. Say your family is discuss-
ing football. She could ask, “Who do you think will make the 
playoffs?” or “Where is this year’s Super Bowl?”

Boost conversation skills

Spark your child’s creativity by hav-
ing him collect story ideas in his own 
“Author’s Notebook.” Here are some 
entries he might start with.

All about me
Imagine someone is making a movie 

of your life. Who would star 
in it? What would the  
first scene be?

The perfect meal
Write a menu for 

your ideal meal. List 
your special dinner 
guests, and create  
an invitation. 

Humorous 
homophones 
Boost your youngster’s 

vocabulary with this silly homophone 
activity. Start by talking to him about 
what homophones are, and end by writ-
ing sentences that pair the words in ways 
that make everyone laugh out loud. 

Homophones are words that sound 
alike but have different spellings and 
meanings, such as night/knight, peek/
peak, hare/hair, and their/there. Work 
together to list as many homophones as 
possible. You might look for them in 
books or online.

Now, take turns writing silly sentences 
using several pairs of homophones. 
Examples: “Have I told you the tale of 
my dear dog who chases his tail every 
time he sees a deer?” “Do you see the 
aisle in the sea? It’s between that isle 
and the other isle!” Read your sentences 
aloud, and vote for the funniest one!

Read around the world 
I thought our town’s 

multicultural fair would be fun for our 

family, but I had no idea it would also 

lead to research and reading for my 

daughter Ellie. 
After sampling foods and hearing 

different languages and styles of music, 

Ellie wanted to learn more about other cul-

tures. So during our next library visit, we checked 

out books of games, recipes, crafts, and folktales from around the world. 

Ellie read the instructions for Luksong baka, a game from the Philippines, and 

taught us how to play. Then, she read a recipe for Greek tiropita (feta cheese pie), 

and we made it for dinner. Finally, we took turns reading folktales to each other. 

We were surprised to find a version of “Little Red Riding Hood” from China and 

“The Tortoise and the Hare” from Ghana. Now Ellie is looking forward to going 

back to the library and researching other countries!

Fun
  with 

Words

Parent
     2Parent

Sweet dreams
Record notes about vivid or interesting 

dreams you have. Use your imagination 
to write an adventure story or a mystery 
about them.

My favorite things
List treasured possessions (baseball 
medal, family quilt) or favorite places 

(local waterfall, Grandma’s house). 
Build stories about what they 
mean to you.

Your youngster can add ideas 
as he thinks of them. When he’s 
ready to write, he’ll have lots of 
choices to pick from!

Can something as simple as talking with 
your child help her in school? You bet! 
Good conversation skills let her take part 
in group discussions and listen to other 
people’s ideas. Use these strategies.

Choose a topic. Take turns thinking  
of subjects that appeal to everyone so 
nobody feels left out of the conversation. 
Some possibilities: favorite books, hob-
bies, sports teams, family history.
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